
Local Planning Panel
20 May 2026



Address: 50-58 Sir John Young Crescent, Woolloomooloo

Application: D/2026/38

Applicant:  Hamptons Property Services Pty Ltd

Owner:  Pitch Properties Pty Ltd

Architect: Sissons

Application details



Proposal
Alterations to rooftop to create an outdoor communal space for the 
existing backpackers’ accommodation known as the Pacific House Hostel

Recommendation
Refusal



Proposal



Reason reported to LPP

The application is reported to the LPP for determination as it is a contentious 
development receiving over 25 unique submissions



Notification

• exhibition period 2 February 2026 to 17 February 2026

• 99 owners and occupiers notified

• 48 submissions received (4 in support and 44 objections)



Submissions
The submissions raised the following key issues:

• significant noise impacts

• heritage and visual impacts

• excessive area (>20% of the DCP control)

• poor management practices (historical and ongoing)

• anti-social behavior (drinking, smoking, drugs and risk of objects falling)

• privacy and overlooking

• light pollution



Submissions

subject site

submitters



Site





site viewed from the Domain looking east



site viewed from the Domain looking north-east



site viewed from Sir John Young Crescent



site viewed from Crown Street



existing rooftop looking north



existing rooftop looking south - west



looking south

existing roof top

looking south



existing stair access to the rooftop



Proposal
Alterations to and use of the existing roof top as an outdoor communal space 
for the existing backpackers

Physical works

• new relaxation lawn, a yoga/exercise lawn and outdoor furniture

• communal kitchen with roof above and a new bathroom

• acoustic wall along the south side of the useable area -  2.1 m in height with 
additional glass element returning 45 degrees for an additional 1m 

• elevated flooring system - 150 mm above the existing roof surface

• fire stair extended to rooftop level adjacent to the southern boundary 



Operational details

• total outdoor floor area  = 438 sqm (313 sqm of useable space + 125 sqm of 
restricted-access area)

• patron capacity: total of 62 persons (50 persons + 12 persons for exercise 
space)

• proposed operating hours: 7.00am – 8.00pm Mondays to Sundays, with 
one-year extended hours until 9.00pm

• no amplified music or speech is permitted 

• a staff member is to attend the outdoor area once per hour, during operating 
hours, to monitor the behavior of guests 



proposed roof terrace



roof plan



proposed west elevation – Sir John Young Crescent



proposed east elevation - Crown Street 



roof plan - acoustic screen wall

acoustic screen

acoustic screen



proposed southern elevation - acoustic screen wall



details of the acoustic screen wall



details/materials



Compliance with key LEP standards

control proposed compliance

height 18m 18.8m 
4.4% exceedance

no

floor space ratio 3.5:1 2.78:1m yes



Compliance with DCP controls

Section 
4.4.8.4(2)

control existing proposed Compliance

Communal 
outdoor facilities 
for backpacker 
accommodation

no greater 
than 20% 
of the total 
communal 
area

45sqm 358sqm 

313sqm of usable 
+ 45sqm existing

no
113% exceedance



Issues
• height non-compliance – no Clause 4.6 submitted

• heritage impacts

• size of outdoor communal area

• inadequate acoustic report

• accessibility

• inadequate Plan of Management



Height
• maximum height limit: 18m 

• proposed fixed umbrellas of 18.8m (4.4% exceedance) and proposed canopy 
above the kitchen area of 18.5m (2.7% exceedance)

proposed canopy

fixed umbrellas

18m height control



Heritage – acoustic screen



Heritage



Communal areas – compliance with DCP



DCP requirement

• Total Capacity: 224 persons

• Total communal area: 168sqm

• Maximum outdoor space: 33.6sqm (20% requirement)

Existing

• Existing total communal:127sqm

• Existing indoor: 82sqm

• Existing outdoor:  45sqm (35% over)

Proposed

• Outdoor communal: 313sqm + 45sqm = 358sqm (113% over)



Acoustic impacts

• inadequate noise monitoring 
location

• assessment of cumulative noise 
impact



Plan of Management 

• hourly rooftop monitoring is insufficient given the rooftop’s size and potential 
capacity and noise impacts

• no clear rules on BYO alcohol, smoking/vaping, or drug management and 
enforcement

• loose furniture near the parapet, combined with alcohol-affected patrons, 
poses safety risks

• concerns that restricted areas will not be effectively enforced, creating 
further safety issues 

• management practices (historical and ongoing)



Accessibility
• no accessible access is provided to the proposed rooftop space

• performance solution relies on the use of existing common areas - 
balcony terraces on levels 1 and 2 and a ground floor lounge

• contrary to Section 3.12 Accessible Design of the DCP to provide controls 
for designs for people with disability for new and existing buildings



Recommendation
Refusal
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